Caladenia filamentosa.
Caladeria filamenfosa? in the south wesl of Westem Australia.
F.L. Haberle
Albany
Western Auslralia

The species was recorded from Port Dalrymple, Tasmania and named by Robert Brown
in PRODROMUS (1810). It was considerad to be prasent in all states of Australis excapt
the Marthern Temitory. In Waslern Australia the species had received varietal names of
Caladanta Mamentosa var. caesarea — denticulata — dorrenii - filifera - lentacuiata, George
A, (1991). These names were accepled by professionals and amateurs alike and were in
common use by all. There was general acceplance of the species complex as baing the most
common, abundant and variable of all the Western Australian caladenias, having adapted to
HNourish over the ever changing climate, habitat and environmental influancas, prasanting a
bewildering and seemingly infinite variety of form and colour, over this fremendous range from
north of the Murchison River, south to Augusta and east to Israglite Bay (al lzast). This covers

most of the South West Belanical Province (approximately thirteen million hectares),

Oher this range the complex has & comman
structure of segments terminating in long
filaments (hence the name filamentosa),
incurved dorsal sepals, a more or less
oval labellum boldly striped and a dentate
margin, with two rows of fleshy flallenad
call, angled downwards and terminating
before the bend. the column is shorly
winged with glands absant at the base.
The species reflects most colours (with the
axceplion of blue) that can be striped or
veined by contrasting colours.

The photographs  supporing  thess
descriplions  have been selected  from
just one small area (similar vanalions can
be found throughout the growing areas
glsawheara) based around Cranbrook and
growing within a 20 km radius of it. They
graphically illustrate the amazing varistion,
Where have thay gana?

They certainly have disappeared from
current literature and publications ... and |
miss theml

The spacies hava been ganerally accepted
sinca 1910, Over recent times Clameants,
M.A. (1988) and Jomes, DL. (1998) -
Hopper, 5.0. and Brown AP (2001) do not
recognise C. filamenfosa as being present
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in Weastern Australia. They have alevated
the previous wvarieties to species rank,
with agreemenis supporting each others
taxonamy.

The publication of the book “Orchids of
South-West Australin® by Hoffman, M. and
Brown AL (19282 and tha reprint in 1998
has furher ‘muddied’ the waters. Thay
prematurely and mvalidly, in my opinion,
publishad a series of manuscript namas that
were inferred as being published in Orchid
Research notes No 3, A.O.F. This doss nat
seem to have happenad.

Was this debacle evenlually rectified with
the: publication of Hopper and Brown (2001)
where some forly ‘species’ previously
included under tha C. filamentosa complex
were given species and sub-species
names?

Does this mean that they no longer exist in
Westem Australia®

Jomes, DL and Clements, MA, et-al
(2001) presented a new classification that
changed gengras and included Hopper's
and Brown's ex C. filamentosa under
the new mame 'Calonema (Szlachetko
2001a) and later, because of an ovarsight,
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had to change the ilegitimate genus
to Calonemarchis (Szlachetko 2001b),
where-in they accepted all of Hopper's and
Brown's ‘species’ names. S0 afler these
oriuous and wexalicus manipulations C,
flamentosa has finally been put to rest in
Westermn Ausiralia.

It has been said that in nature there are
no gensra or spacies, only populations;
not  withstanding  this C.  flamenfosa
(defunct in Wa) will continue to perpetuata
the species as they have done for fime
immemorial. In season they show their
beauty in great bounty and almost infinite
variety throughout their former range even
in Wasiern Australia, Whilsl taxonomists
continually find new ways of naming them,
thesa orchids grow on obliviously.

THE PHOTOGRAPHS.
As previously stated, the pholographs with

the exceplion of a few from Jeramungup
have all come from near Cranbrook. The

Belarences:

multiple photegraphs coms from one highly
localised area and they depict some of the
variation that is present and support the
thrust of the papar.

FPlate 1 West of Cranbroak,

Plate 2 East of Cranbrook,

Plate 3 West of Cranbraok on the Boyup
Braak road,

Plate 4 Cranbrook townsila.

Plate 5§ Tenterten
CAESAMREA, vananis.

- . Mameaniozs var

Plate 6 Easi of
Wansborough.

Cranbrook from
Plate 7 Jerramungup — C. Mamentoss var
filifera colour vananis,

Plate & Close up to show labellum, calli
siriping, ete,
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Plate 5 Tenterten - C. flameniosa var, caesares, vanants

Plate & East of Cranbrook from Wansborough
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Flate 8 Close up to show labellum, calli striping, elc. Fhedos FLL. Hebarls
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